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We welcome bipartisan change. We 

know there is always give and take 
when that happens, but usually the 
product is better. A bipartisan process 
led by ALEXANDER and MURRAY to 
make the present system better will be 
a whole lot better for both the process 
in this body and for the health of the 
American people than this rushed- 
through, half-baked proposal. 

We disagree in the Senate a lot. Very 
rare are the times when there is a clear 
right and wrong, but this bill and the 
process it has gone through are clearly 
wrong. The bill would hurt so many 
people in our great country. The proc-
ess has damaged this institution and 
would do much greater damage if it 
were to pass. 

We have a chance—a chance—to leg-
islate the right way, through regular 
order, by resuming bipartisan work al-
ready started by the HELP Committee, 
which has had hearings and intends 
to—at least, as I understand it—go 
through a process with amendments. 
We Democrats are at the table. We ask 
our Republican friends to join us at the 
table once again. 

I yield the floor. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to resume 
consideration of the Emanuel nomina-
tion, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of William J. 
Emanuel, of California, to be a Member 
of the National Labor Relations Board 
for the term of five years expiring Au-
gust 27, 2021. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 5:30 
p.m. will be equally divided between 
the two leaders or their designees. 

The Senator from Washington. 
HEALTHCARE 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, before 
I begin on the nomination before us, I 
wish to first echo what so many of my 
colleagues—Democrats and Repub-
licans—and millions of people across 
the country have made very clear 
today: enough with all of the partisan-
ship around healthcare, enough with 
playing politics with people’s lives, and 
enough with the repeated attempts to 
roll back all of our progress and move 
our country backward. 

It is time that we drop Graham-Cas-
sidy, drop TrumpCare, once and for all, 
and join together to actually work to 
improve healthcare, starting with act-
ing right now to lower premiums for 
families and strengthen healthcare in a 
bipartisan way. 

That has been my message to col-
leagues all along. The truth is that I 
know many of my Republican col-
leagues prefer a bipartisan route. They 
have said as much in the last 
TrumpCare debate, in the very produc-
tive discussions we have had in and 
outside of the HELP Committee, and in 
many of their comments over the past 
few days. 

It begs this question: Why are we in 
this spot yet again? 

People across the country have been 
demanding for months to turn the page 
on TrumpCare. Instead of working in a 
bipartisan way to actually help people, 
a few of our colleagues have now 
pushed through yet another reckless 
repeal bill that is even worse than the 
previous TrumpCare version. It is a bill 
that will increase costs for families, es-
pecially seniors and people with pre-
existing conditions. 

It will allow insurance companies 
once again to charge people more for 
basic healthcare, such as maternity 
care, mental health services, and more, 
and it will take away women’s access 
to care at health centers like Planned 
Parenthood and result in millions of 
people across the country losing their 
Medicaid. Just like last time, the bill 
has not been subject to any real hear-
ings, public debate, or even a complete 
and thorough CBO score. 

Let’s be clear. This bill is not a new 
proposal. It is not serious policy. It is 
not regular order. It is yet another 
version of TrumpCare that would be 
devastating for people across the coun-
try. 

This is actually pretty simple be-
cause there is a clear alternative path 
before us. Let’s do what my colleague, 
the senior Senator from Arizona, and 
so many others have so bravely called 
for once again and return to working 
together. 

As I have said, I wholeheartedly 
agree with my colleague from Arizona 
that the right way to get things done 
in the Senate—especially on an issue as 
important to families as their 
healthcare—is through regular order 
and finding common ground. That is 
why I am still at the table ready to 
keep working. I remain confident that 
we can reach a bipartisan agreement as 
soon as this latest partisan approach 
by Republican leaders is finally set 
aside. 

Mr. President, I come to the floor 
today on the nomination before us and 
to urge my colleagues to vote no on 
William Emanuel to be a Member of 
the National Labor Relations Board. 

On the campaign trail, President 
Trump promised to put workers first, 
but instead this administration has 
rolled back worker protections and 
prioritized corporate interests at the 

expense of our workers. It is critical 
today, more than ever, that the NLRB 
remain what it is supposed to be—inde-
pendent and committed to protecting 
workers’ rights to organize and to bar-
gain collectively. 

I am deeply concerned that President 
Trump’s nominee, Mr. Emanuel, will 
use his place on the Board to advocate 
for corporations and special interests. 
As a corporate lawyer fighting on the 
side of management, Mr. Emanuel has 
spent decades repeatedly undermining 
workers and their efforts to unionize. 

It is the core mission of the NLRB to 
encourage collective bargaining. Given 
his long anti-worker track record, I am 
afraid that workers’ fundamental 
rights are not safe in his hands. 

I urge my colleagues to join me to-
night in doing what President Trump 
has failed to do and to start working to 
put working families first and to vote 
against this nomination. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Utah. 
ANTITRUST 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to return to the topic of anti-
trust. When I last spoke on this mat-
ter, the debate was already simmering, 
albeit mostly on the left. In the time 
since, controversy in both our markets 
and our politics has kept it at the fore. 

Handled prudently, that can be a 
good thing. I say we have this discus-
sion. I think it is important. Heavens, 
I will even try to do my part to make 
it a little more fun. But I do have my 
concerns that the topic of antitrust 
policy is still more enthusiastically in-
voked than deliberately considered. 

I am concerned that it is still under-
mined by the same old easy retreats to 
the right and to the left. That may be 
typical of issues here in Washington, 
but on no issue can we afford it less. 
You see, especially in antitrust policy, 
it is critical that the center hold. It is 
critical that we secure that delicate 
middle ground—hard won over the 
years and easily lost in a moment of 
fervor—whereon economic liberty 
thrives. 

I have come to the floor, once again, 
to speak and, to the growing discus-
sion, to contribute. 

Permit me to say a few words about 
holding the center. When I took to this 
floor last month, I argued that on the 
fundamental question of economic 
management, America has coura-
geously defied the historical norm. 
Rather than acquiescing to the central 
planning, we fully embraced free enter-
prise. Thus, ours is a market economy 
and the most prosperous one of our 
times. 

Markets are messy. They are chaotic 
and, from the individual perspective, 
impossibly complex. Perhaps, most 
counterintuitively, they are, in a 
sense, disorganized. 

For all their productivity, for all the 
wonders they work, there is no single 
actor or entity in control. The miracle 
arises all on its own, through an order 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 07:32 Sep 26, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G25SE6.002 S25SEPT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:26:44-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




